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ABSTRACT 

An in-depth evaluation of standard English 
instruction in fourteen primary grade classrooms in the Michigan 
migrant education summer program was undertaken in 1971 in an effort 
to describe the actual normal teaching patterns existing in the 
classrooms. The c* ildren in those classrooms averaged 8 years of age, 
and 90% of all pupils had Spanish surnames. There was a significant 
gain in their ability to speak standard English over the summer. 
Teachers tended to shape the interactions of pupils and aides over 
time to a more consistent pattern of behavior and to encourage group 
responses over single pupil responses. Those teachers using choral 
response and a balanced amount of both positive and negative 
reinforcement obtained the highest gains. The areas of linguistic 
interference with which pupils seemed to have the most difficulty 
were medial sound pronunciation, past tense, past participle, and the 
comparative. There was an improvement with age in subject-verb 
agreement, plurals, and the past participle. Recommendations suggest 
that teacher training aim at instructing teachers in maintaining 
consistency in instruction, encouraging group responses, and 
balancing positive and negative reinforcement. Related documents are 
RC 006 240 and RC 006 241. (Author/MJB) 
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An Abstract 



IN-DEPTH EVALUATION OF ORAL LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION IN THE 
1971 MIGRANT EDUCATION SUMMER PROGRAM 

El 1 i DeLing 



An In-depth evaluation of standard English instruction in fourteen 
classrooms at the primary grade level in the Michigan migrant education 
summer program was undertaken by the Migrant Education Center In 1971. 

The children in those classrooms were an average of 8 years of age, 
and 90 % of all pupils had Spanish surnames. There was a significant 
gain in their ability to speak standard English over the summer. The 
percentage of Spanish-surname children in the classroom did not appear 
to Inhibit the amount of responses in any way. Teachers tended to 
gradually shape the interactions of pupils and aides over time to 
a more consistent pattern of behavior, and to encourage group responses 
over single punil responses. Those teachers using choral respo se and 
a balanced amount of both positive and negative reinforcement obtained 
the highest gains. The areas of linguistic interference which pupils 
seemed to have the most difficulty with were: medial sound pronunciation, 
past tense, past participle, and the comparative. Those areas of least 
difficulty were uses of Do, beginning sound pronunciation, and uses of 
Have, There was an improvement with age in subject-verb agreement, 
plurals, past participle, and uses of Be. 

Recommendations: It is suggested from this study that teacher 

training aim at instructing teachers in: 

a. maintaining consistency in instruction 

b. encouraging group responses 

c. balancing positive and negative reinforcement 

d. techniques of Instruction in identified areas 
of linguistic Interference. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 



Oral language Instruction in speaking standard English 
has been considered one of the most important areas of the 
curriculum in the Michigan summer migrant education program 
for several years. Speaking standard English is seen as a 
prerequisite to obtaining adequate reading and writing skills. 
This area of study has therefore been selected for in-depth 
evaluation. 

Language instruction with very young children involves the 
teacher and pupils in a close interaction which necessitates 
techniques of analysis appropriate to oral interaction. 

It was necessary to determine the abilities of pupils to 
understand and express themselves in standard English, to 
determine the gains, if any, made in the production of this 
dialect, and to determine the gains, if any, made in the 
amount and complexity of the pupil's vocalizations. The 
behavior of teachers in helping pupils gain in their abilities 
end contributions also had to be determined. 

There was no attempt to influence the behavior of teachers 
and pupils, and the study was undertaken from a descriptive 
standpoint only, in an attempt to discover "what works" and 
what is natural interactive oral language behavior in classrooms. 
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